STAFF COUNCIL MINUTES
JANUARY 7, 2009

The WKU Staff Council met on January 7, 2009 at the Women’s Basketball Office. Those present were Cassandra
Bailey, Tammi Beach, Diane Carver, Larry (Tex) Currington, April Gaskey, James Kennedy, Cheryl Lewis-Smith,
Sherry Merkling , Jennifer Ragan, Angela Robertson, Darrel Saalwaechter, Tamela Smith, Retha Spinks, Tammy
Spinks and Shannon Ward. Those not present were Mike Young.
Cheryl Lewis-Smith stated she received a letter from Bobbi Jefferson, Area Manager for Jackson Hewitt Tax
Service. She has offered WKU Faculty and Staff 25% off of their preparation fees and would like to offer WKU
students 50% off of their preparation fees. Cheryl is going to contact Bobbi to find out Future/continued
discount offerings and locations. This information will be placed on the Staff Council Retail Discount web page.
Tamela Smith, Staff Regent, discussed the new organization Kentucky Higher Education Staff Leadership
Alliance(KHESLA). KHESLA is an organization of higher education staff leaders, representing the eight
postsecondary educational institutions in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the Kentucky Community and
Technical College System, which will serve as the advocacy body of public postsecondary education staff. She
has drafted a Constitution, which has not yet been adopted, but will be voted on at the next statewide meeting.
Diane Carver made a motion to support KHESLA. James Kennedy seconded the motion and the motion passed.
Tamela has also proposed that KHESLA work with CPE to have a staff member appointed to the CPE Board.
Currently, there is a faculty representative and a student representative on the Board, but no staff
representation.
Angela Robertson passed out the Staff Council Constitution and By-Laws with the new changes to nominate a
co-chair. Retha Spinks made the motion to accept this change. James Kennedy seconded the motion and the
motion passed. Diane Carver nominated James Kennedy. Tammi Beach nominated Cheryl Lewis-Smith. A
secret ballot was done and James Kennedy was elected co-chair of the Staff Council.
Diane Carver passed out the Staff Satisfaction Surveys from last year. Last year the Administrative Council
requested that a question concerning which division the staff worked for be added. It was suggested that the
questions concerning gender and age be removed. The Staff Survey Committee consisting of Angela Robertson,
Diane Carver and Tammy Spinks will review these recommendations. Angela asked for the Staff Council to
contact any of these people with additional suggestions. The revised survey will be presented at the February
meeting. The Survey will be mailed out the first of March 2009.
It was suggested that at the February meeting the staff representatives from each university committee attend
and report to the Staff Council.
Chester McNulty contacted the Staff Council concerning a new fulltime employee not receiving his pay during
the Christmas break. It was discovered that payroll deduction had not yet been set up and the address on the
check was invalid. The individual received his check when he returned to work in January.
Respectively Submitted by
Diane Carver, Secretary

